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Thesis: The plot developments in The Fall of the House of Usher, as well as Freudian, contextual, and archetypal symbols demonstrate that the Usher twins, Roderick and Madeline, are vampires who encompass an incestual connection.
“Upon my entrance, Usher arose from a sofa on which he had been lying at full length.. his eyes were tortured by even a faint light.”


Poe 478





The first example shows that he was lying down, as though he was lying in a coffin, “lying at full length”, like a vampire. In addition, his eyes appeared to be tortured by faint light. The second example shows that his complexion is in a cadaver like state. 





These examples help provide support for the fact that Roderick obsessively loved Madeline., and didn’t want to live without her. When she died he wanted to keep her in the house close to him. The quote below shows that she sounded his heart.





“A cadaverousness of complexion ;  an eye large, liquid, and luminous beyond comparison ;  lips somewhat thin and very pallid..”


           Poe 478





“..and I learned that the glimpse I had obtained of her person would thus probably be the last I should obtain — that the lady, at least while living, would be seen by me no more.”


                    Poe 479





“Son cœur est un luth suspendu ; �Sitôt qu'on le touche il rèsonne.”


       ~~De Béranger


              Poe 474








a gradual wasting away of the person, and frequent although transient affections of a partially cataleptical character, were the unusual diagnosis. 


Poe 479





Incestual Vampires








“..informed me abruptly that the lady Madeline was no more, he stated his intention of preserving her corpse for a fortnight,.. in one of the numerous vaults within the main walls of the building.”


Poe 483





Example 1 explains that the narrator will not see Madeline, at least not while living. Secondly, the example above explains that she walks as though she is not living, cataleptically.





“I will not deny that when I called to mind the sinister countenance of the person whom I met upon the staircase, on the day of my arrival at the house, I had no desire to oppose what I regarded as at best but a harmless, and by no means an unnatural, precaution.”


Poe 487





The disease of the lady Madeline had long baffled the skill of her physicians.” ”.. would leave him (him the hopeless and the frail) the last of the ancient race of the Ushers.”


             Poe 475





In addition, I believe that Roderick was not the only one who played a role in turning Madeline into a vampire. I deem that Roderick sought out the “physician”, who was a vampire to turn them both into vampire so that they could eternally be together. Also, the narrator played a role by further help the fury of Madeline grow.





“We replaced and screwed down the lid, and, having secured the door of iron, made our way, with toil, into the scarcely less gloomy apartments..”  Poe 487 





 








For a moment she remained trembling and reeling to and fro upon the threshold — then, with a low moaning cry, fell heavily inward upon the person of her brother, and in her violent and now final death-agonies, bore him to the floor a corpse


Poe 495





I believe that Madeline had a vendetta for Roderick because he loved her so he tried having sex with her and reproducing but that didn’t work, so he realized they were it and wanted to her forever, he turned her into a vampire, but Madeline did not want to be incestual and was turned into a vampire but no choice of her own.








This writing assignment meets the following English Language Arts Standards:  Writing Strategies-- Organization and Focus Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.  1.4 and 1.5;  Writing Applications Standards 2.3, 2.5, and 2.6)


